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BOOK REVIEWS 



The School System of Norway. By David Allen Anderson. Boston: 
Richard G. Badger, The Gorham Press, 1913. Pp. 232. $1. 25. 

The appearance of Dr. Anderson's book is very timely. Our pedagogical litera- 
ture is well provided with comparative studies of education in foreign countries. 
Unfortunately, however, the Scandinavian countries have remained, if not entirely 
unrepresented, at least represented only by fragmentary and misleading accounts. 
This is greatly to be regretted, since we could not but have received stimulating impulses 
from these countries where general education is of such a high standard and which 
socially, morally, and politically are among the most progressive countries in the 
world. 

By his very able and accurate presentation of the school system of Norway, Dr. 
Anderson has very satisfactorily supplied a part of this deficiency, and it is to be hoped 
that he may find occasion in subsequent volumes to deal with the school systems of the 
sister-countries, Denmark and Sweden. 

Dr. Anderson's book contains a wealth of information, technical and general, 
presented in a direct and logical manner with the greatest possible clearness and a 
commendable brevity, characteristics which render his book especially convenient both 
for reference and for class use. Here and there in the interpretive conclusions one 
might have desired a little less brevity, since the pedagogical clear-sightedness and 
independence of views of which the author has manifested his capability render these 
conclusions very valuable. 

The book is an interesting, stimulating, and reliable presentation of the educa- 
tional tendencies in Norway. 

E. J. Vickner 

University of Washington 



Animal Communities in Temperate America. By Victor L. Shelford. 

Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1913. Pp. xiii+362. $3.00. 

Animal Communities in Temperate America is a serial account of the animal 
groups found in various spots about Chicago; it is just as true an account of those 
occurring in any similar district in the Northern United States or Southern Canada, 
and hence it answers many questions which have asked themselves of a great many 
people. Among the chapters are descriptions of certain economic phases and of the 
animal communities of large and of small lakes, of ponds, of streams, of forests, of 
thickets, and of prairies, and of their conditions and controlling factors. Although Dr. 
Shelford has taken the college viewpoint and has made his work most appealing to 
higher students, yet throughout there is a readableness, a simplicity of style, and a 
suppression of technicality which puts the book well within the comprehension of the 
general reader or even of high-school pupils. 

In the description of conditions in a shallow lake one reads: "One of the most 
distinctive and characteristic forms of such lakes is a transparent true shrimp {Palae- 
monetes paludosus), about 2 inches long, which is a close relative of some of the edible 
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